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 School closure: the official date of the State Funeral is Monday 19 September 

2022.  This day will be a bank holiday and school will be closed as a mark of 

respect.  This will include the closure of Early Epic, Epic Eve and after-school 

clubs. 

School assembly and circle times: On Friday 9 September we held an assembly 

for children in Years 3-6 to reflect and celebrate the life of the Queen.  We 

looked back at some significant events in the Queen’s life and the children were 

particularly interested in some interesting facts (that you may not know) about 

her. Year 3 had remembered these facts from their study of her during the 

jubilee celebrations in June:   

 Her father gave her 2 pearls for every birthday and by the time she was 

18, she had enough to be made into a necklace.   

 She was also given a Corgi when she was 18 and Princess Elizabeth 

named her Susan.    

 The Queen had a huge passion for horses and was given her first horse 

(by her grandfather, King George V) when she was 4 years old and 

named her Peggy. 

 Princess Elizabeth had to study lots of subjects, including maths and 

French.  Once, when she was fed up with her French lesson, she put a 

pot of ink upside down on her own head! 

The children shared that she was kind and thought of others, that she gave 

people hope and she served people.  Class 1AB said that the Queen showed all 

of our Rainbow Values by everything that she did and was a great example to 

us in how to show these!  The children in Reception celebrated making crowns 

for our new King, King Charles III.  If you want any guidance on how to talk to 

children about the Queen’s death, Winston’s wish has produced some great 

advice from their experts: https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-

you/supporting-children-death-of-queen/ 

Reception children: Well done to all of our new Reception children. They really have settled in well. The laughter, 

chatter and purposeful play that the children are engaged with shows how well they have adapted to school life here 

at Exminster Community Primary. A highlight of the past week has to be the relationships that have been formed 

between the ‘Rainbow Friends’. Rainbow Friends is when a Year 6 child has a particular Reception child as their link.  

Over the course of the year, they get to know one another both with planned activities and the more informal times 

when they see each other in the playground.  The Reception children have thoroughly enjoyed visits from their Year 

6 Rainbow Friends - sharing books with them, exploring the inside and outside provision together - to name but a 

few activities that they have done so far.  Already the children are following the routines and expectations in place 

for their school day. The Reception adults are super proud of our new cohort.  

 

Wednesday 14 

September 2022 

The week ahead: 

Make sure you have 

downloaded the School 

Gateway app 

Dates for the future: 

Mon 19 Sept- Bank holiday 

school closed 

Fri 21 Oct- Occasional Day, no 

school 

Mon 24 Oct – Fri 31 Oct -

HALF TERM 

Mon 31 Oct-Back to school 

Cake Stall Dates: 

Y4 Fri 16 Sep 
Y3 Fri 23 Sep 
Y2 Fri 30 Sep 
Y1 Fri 7 Oct 
Rec Fri 14 Oct 
Y5 Fri 4 Nov 
Y6 Fri 11 Nov 
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4S residential to Wildside: Due to the Queen's funeral taking place on Monday 19 October, our residential venue, 

Wildside, have decided to postpone our visit.  The new date for 4C's residential visit will be Monday 3 October until 

Wednesday 5 October.  All timings and arrangements for the new dates for 4C will be exactly the same as the 

previous dates.  4S's residential will take place as planned on Wednesday 21 September until Friday 23 September. 

Early EPIC and EPIC Eve: Bookings for Nov-Dec Early Epic and Epic Eve sessions will now be released on Tuesday 20 

September at 9.30am rather than on Monday 19 September.  Please download the app from your app store and 

make sure it's up and running in good time as there will be no other way of booking these clubs. 

IMPORTANT- You must book the sessions using the 'CLUBS' section of the app. Just making payment via an Epic 

Eve or Early Epic payment item does not book sessions or guarantee spaces. You must use the 'Clubs' option. 

When you open the app, select your child's name, then select 'Clubs' and then select Early Epic or Epic Eve. You then 

select 'Make a booking' and select the sessions you need.  

You will then be asked to make payment in full for the sessions you have selected at this point unless you have 

already told us that you will be making a voucher payment separately.  

We have received a number of enquiries about transferring credit balances from ParentPay to School Gateway for 

Epic Eve and Early Epic and using this to fund sessions to be booked on School Gateway for next half term, Nov-Dec. 

Please make sure you have registered for a School gateway 

account. The easiest way to do this is to download the app 

from the app store and follow the simple instructions 

 

http://www.exminster-primary.devon.sch.uk/
mailto:admin@exminsterschool.co.uk


 

 

The EPICentre of Learning 

Headteacher:  Mrs S Whalley      

 www.exminster-primary.devon.sch.uk      admin@exminsterschool.co.uk     01392824340 

As club sessions were booked on ParentPay for the current half term we need to keep all balances on there until the 

end of this half term to cover sessions as they are debited daily on attendance.  

We are not able to calculate and transfer excess credit to School Gateway in time for 20 Sept when bookings for 

Nov-Dec half term go live. They will be transferred after half term and will be used against bookings for Jan-Feb half 

term though. 

 

Nits: Unfortunately we are currently experiencing an outbreak of nits in the school. This can happen regularly as 

head lice are very common amongst primary school children. They can easily be transferred by head to head contact.  

Prevention is the key and we therefore recommend that all long hair is tied back and you check your child’s head on 

a weekly basis. Regular application of lots of conditioner and combing through thoroughly using a nit comb before 

rinsing out is also recommended for the ongoing management of nits alongside the use of chemical treatment when 

nits are found. We appreciate your support by regularly checking your child.  

National Online Safety: Please see the attached information sheet regarding Online Safety. 

Tempest photography: The photographers will be coming into school next Wednesday, 21 September, to take the 

childrens' photographs. We are aware that 4S will be away on Residential on 21st so Tempest will be coming back on 

19 October to take their photos. Any sibling shots involving children from 4S will also be done on that day. Children 

who have PE on a Wednesday should come to school in their PE bottoms with their school polo shirt and 

jumper/cardigan on 21st. While we will endeavour to ensure every child looks their best we cannot take 

responsibility for hair styling. We are unable to offer photographs of preschool age sibling family groups. 
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